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Due to the global phenomenon of an aging population and increasing number of older adults 

living with multiple complex chronic conditions, interprofessional collaborative primary care 

service delivery is key to achieving positive outcomes for this population.1

Interprofessional collaborative care for the management of chronic disease among 

community-living older adults (CLOA) has been defined as:

“An evolving interpersonal process, involving a diverse team of health care and other 
community providers who interdependently engage in frequent communication and 
shared decision-making, for the purposes of providing optimal health and social care 
services to CLOA and their families. Team composition and team processes are flexible 
and consistently evaluated to effectively and efficiently meet client needs” 2(p.79)

Background

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8231476/#B2
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/jan.13162?casa_token=2owAPn7-X4YAAAAA:E2w28ghVLkeM-WPZZV9WGsuKbIHSs4A9YoY2YBde2gvCgKJBUgkZKnFeNZhvvJ_qvbnECs8wiw7DYcs


Objectives/Research Questions

1. Identify and describe solutions or innovations that have been implemented to promote 
interprofessional primary care in rural/remote communities for older adults living with 
chronic conditions.

2. Identify and describe the strengths and challenges of rural/remote communities that 
impact interprofessional primary care service delivery for older adults living with chronic 
conditions.

• Examples of potential strengths: community values and history, community groups, 
leadership of health care providers, involvement of local organizations, individual 
perceptions of health

• Examples of potential challenges: aging population, shortage of health care providers 
and specialists, difficulty recruiting health care providers, distance to urban services

3. Identify and describe the benefits of interprofessional primary care service delivery for 
older adults living with chronic conditions in rural/remote communities (e.g., availability, 
accessibility, quality of care, patient outcomes).
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Methods
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Arksey & O’Malley3 5-Step Framework:

Inclusion Criteria

• Peer-reviewed, original research, 1990 –
current, English
(excluding all non-original research, protocols,  reviews, and 
all grey literature (including, policy papers, reviews, reports, 
letters, commentaries, conference abstracts, book chapters, 
non-peer reviewed documents distributed by both academic 
and non-academic sources, and web-based resources) 

• Involves an innovation or solution

• An interprofessional primary care approach is 
employed, where collaboration among 2+ 
primary care health professionals to deliver 
care is applied

• Includes data related to older adults and an 
age-related chronic disease 

• Includes rural/remote geographical location

Across 4 scholarly databases (Medline, PsycInfo, Embase, Cinahl) in consultation with a university health   
sciences librarian, search filters were created for the following (or equivalent) terms:

interprofessional primary health care rural/remote

PRISMA4 - Results to date:

i. Identification of research questions (previous slides)

ii. Identification of relevant studies

iii. Study selection
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Terms not included in the search strategy but screened for manually: (i) innovation, (ii) older adults, (iii) age-related chronic disease(s)

https://doi.org/10.1080/1364557032000119616
http://www.prisma-statement.org/


Questions? Comments? Let us know!

Next Steps

→ Data will be synthesized quantitatively and qualitatively.

→ Strengths and gaps in the literature will be noted and discussed.

→ Recommendations for future research will be made.

We look forward to updating you on our findings next year at Summit 2023! 

iv. Charting Data

v. Collating, Summarizing, and Reporting Results
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Key data will be extracted from studies included in this review such as:

• author/year/country

• methods/sample 

• rural or rural-urban (and the definition of ‘rural’)

• main findings related to our research questions

• reported limitations/conclusions/recommendations


